
 
All students at Ferny Grove State High School are 
required to study a Humanities subject from years 
7 – 10. Humanities is a Core subject 
 
Students in years 7 – 9 undertake a common 
course structure, which covers all four Australian 
Humanities Curriculum strands, which are 
allocated proportionate time as recommended by 
the Australian Curriculum.. 
.   
The Year 7 - 9 course has: 
Civics - 7 weeks       
History - 13 weeks 
 
Economics - 7 weeks 
Geography -  13 weeks   

 
The content of  all four courses is organised into 
two strands: 
1. Knowledge and Understanding, and 
2. Inquiry and Skills.  
Inquiry methods in Geography rely upon the main 
questions of: 

 What and where? 
 How and why? 
 What impact? 
 What could/should be done? 

Inquiry methods in History rely upon the main 
questions of: 

 Who and what? 
 Where and when? 
 How and why? 
 Significance of? 
 Sources are? 

Assessment 
Students will undertake two pieces of assessment 
per semester.  
Assessment pieces can include, written 
examinations/tests, orals, PowerPoints, document 
studies, Photo stories, written reports, posters, 
multi-modal presentations, written essays, etc. 
 

 
The Ferny Grove  

Humanities Department Vision 
 

The Humanities Department strives to act 

consistently with the Ferny Grove State High 

School Mission Statement and to contribute 

to the social and academic growth of all 

students by delivering relevant education 

experiences. 

Staff in the Humanities Department actively 

seek to deliver a high quality education in 

their teaching subjects for all students 

through approaches that are: 

 

 Student centred 

 Supportive and caring 

 Informed by current best educational 
practices 

 Unlock student potential 
 

 

 

Head of Department, 
Mr D McCauley 

Phone: 3550 5749 
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One 20 week 
Semester 

One 20 week 
Semester 



YEAR 7 
 

Civics and Citizenship  
This is a Core Humanities 
Subject  
 Across the three years Civics and 

Citizenship focuses on government 
and democracy, law and citizens, and citizenship, diversity 
and identity 

The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of the key features of 
Australia’s system of government and explores how this 
system aims to protect all Australians. Students examine the 
Australian Constitution and how its features, principles and 
values shape Australia’s democracy. They look at how the 
rights of individuals are protected through the justice system. 
Students also explore how Australia’s secular system of 
government supports a diverse society with shared values. 
The civics and citizenship content at this year level involves 
two strands: Civics and Citizenship Knowledge and 
Understanding, and Civics and Citizenship Skills. These 
strands are interrelated and should be taught in an integrated 
way; they may be integrated across learning areas and in 
ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts. The order 
and detail in which they are taught are programming 
decisions. 
A framework for developing students’ civics and citizenship 
knowledge, understanding and skills at this year level is 
provided by the following key questions: 
 How is Australia’s system of democratic government 

shaped by the Constitution?  
  What principles of justice help to protect the individual’s 

rights to justice in Australia’s system of law?  
 How is Australia a diverse society and what factors 

contribute to a cohesive society? 
Economics 
Concepts covered include: 
Resource allocation and making choices — Consumers 
and producers in the market: responding to and influencing each 
other 
Consumer and financial literacy — Individual and 
business planning that achieves short-term and long- term 
personal, organisation, financial objectives: reasons, 
strategies 

The business environment — Characteristics of 
entrepreneurs 
The business environment — Characteristics of successful 
businesses 
Work and work futures — Work: reasons, types, sources of 
income 

YEAR 8 
 

Civics and Citizenship  
This is a Core 
Humanities Subject 
The Year 8 curriculum provides a 
study of the responsibilities and 
freedoms of citizens and how Australians can actively 
participate in their democracy. Students consider how laws 
are made and the types of laws used in Australia. Students 
also examine what it means to be Australian by identifying the 
reasons for and influences that shape national identity. 
The civics and citizenship content at this year level involves 
two strands: Civics and Citizenship Knowledge and 
Understanding, and Civics and Citizenship Skills. These 
strands are interrelated and should be taught in an integrated 
way; they may be integrated across learning areas and in 
ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts. The order 
and detail in which they are taught are programming decisions. 
A framework for developing students’ civics and citizenship 
knowledge, understanding and skills at this year level is 
provided by the following key questions: 

 What are the freedoms and responsibilities of citizens 
in Australia’s democracy? 

 How are laws made and applied in Australia? 
 What different perspectives are 

there about national identity? 
 

Economics and Business 
Concepts covered include: 
Resource allocation and making choices — Ways 
Australian markets operate 
Resource allocation and making choices — Reasons that 
government influence market operations  
Resource allocation and making choices — Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities: traditional markets, 
participation in contemporary markets  
Consumer and financial literacy — Rights and 
responsibilities in Australia: consumers, businesses  
Work and work futures — Ways people work: influences 
Work and work futures — Work in the future: factors of 
influence  

YEAR 9 
 

Civics and Citizenship  
This is a Core 
Humanities Subject 
In Year 9 students will have 
the opportunity to develop their understanding of the 
functions of parliament and the court system and the risks 
associated with various decision-making processes. 
Increasingly a global perspective will be evident, with 
opportunities to understand the complex interdependencies 
involved in the development of political decisions and civic 
engagement. Students critique problems, collect and 
analyse relevant data, generate and communicate ideas, 
and create and construct possible solutions to civic and 
political problems. 
A framework for developing students’ civics and citizenship 
knowledge, understanding and skills at this year level is 
provided by the following key questions: 
 What influences shape the operation of Australia's 

political system? 
 How does Australia's court system work in support of a 

democratic and just society? 
 How do citizens participate in an interconnected world?  

 
Economics 
Concepts covered include: 
Resource allocation and 
making choices — Australia as 
an economy 
Resource allocation and 
making choices — Australian 
economy within Asia and global 
economy  
Resource allocation and making choices — 
Interdependence of participants in the global economy: 
reasons, ways  
Consumer and financial literacy — Current financial 
landscape: Australia, global 
Consumer and financial literacy — Managing financial risks 
and rewards: reasons, strategies  
 

 


