
 
 

 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Ferny Grove’s Instrumental & Choral Music (ICM) program. We would especially like to welcome 
the Year 7 students and new students from other schools. We hope you’ll find our program is one that 
inspires enthusiasm, communication, imagination and joy in music making. 
 
Ferny Grove State High School has one of the most highly regarded instrumental and choral music programs 
in Queensland, with over 20 ensembles performing regularly at school and public cultural events. While 
many of its ensembles have won awards in major music competitions, the program’s main emphasis is on 
developing students’ sense of the social interaction and emotional expression possible through music. 
 
Performing music to a high level develops students’ ability to analyse, interpret and communicate complex 
intellectual and emotional concepts. It nurtures creativity and imagination, and has multiple flow-on effects to 
other areas of learning. We believe the best results are obtained in an environment that provides a student 
with a sense of belonging, and strong support from staff and community. We believe we have created a 
“learning community”, where learning takes place not only in formal lessons and rehearsals, but amongst the 
students themselves as they share their discoveries and encourage each other. 
 
This year the department is deploying the use of a new management software called Optimo Systems. The 
department is extremely busy, so it is essential that all students and parents stay in touch with what’s 
happening, and this will be done primarily through Optimo. Parents and students are required to be a part of 
Optimo so it is important you read the information below. 
 
Attached is a list of important dates, which include all concerts, workshops, meetings and events. Also 
attached is the 2021 rehearsal schedule. This information can also be found on our Ferny Grove SHS 
Instrumental and Choral Music Facebook page. Ensemble placements and timetables can be found posted 
outside V1&2. Please make sure your details on OneSchool are updated, as this will inform your contact 
details within Optimo. Email addresses will also be passed onto the Music Support Group so you can receive 
information regarding upcoming events and operations of the group. If you do not wish to receive emails from 
the MSG please contact Shannon Rogers via email: sroge120@eq.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Music Staff 
 
 
Mr Shannon Rogers  
Head of Department – Music 
Director of Percussion, Guitar & Vocal 
 
Shannon holds a Bachelor of Music from the Queensland Conservatorium and a Graduate Diploma of 
Education from USQ. He is a busy freelance performer, composer and arranger, and a major contributor to 
the program’s repertoire. His works are published throughout Australia. Shannon has been a member of the 
Australian Youth Orchestra and has performed with the Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 
 
 
Mr Dale Hosking 
Director of Brass 
 
Dale holds a Bachelor of Music and a Bachelor of Education from QUT. He has been teaching for Education 
Queensland for 15 years – 10 years spent at Kirwan State High School in Townsville with 7 of those years as 
Head of Department – The Arts. He has been heavily involved in the Brass Band scene in Queensland. He 
spent 9 years as the Musical Director of the Townsville Brass Band Association and is currently the Musical 
Director of the Brisbane Excelsior Windsor Brass Band. Dale currently holds the Principal Cornet chair in the 
Brisbane Excelsior Band and has been national solo champion on four occasions. When not teaching and 
playing brass, Dale pursues his other musical passion, Musical Theatre, where he has performed in or 
conducted 58 separate school, amateur and professional productions. 
 
Ms Nicola Seneviratne 
Director of Strings  
 
Nicola holds a Graduate Diploma in Further Education and Training. She has been teaching for the past 30 
years in the local area. Nicola has taught Music in Mt Isa, where she was also responsible for setting up the 
String program for the School of Air. Nicola now works four days at Ferny Grove SHS.  
 
Mrs Bree Bowpitt 
Director of Woodwind 
 
Bree graduated from the University of Queensland with a dual degree in Music and Education. She has been 
working for Education Queensland for the past five years. Over these years Bree has worked in Hervey Bay 
doing a circuit of instrumental music in multiple schools throughout the region. When not teaching, Bree 
performed in many community musicals and was a member of Maryborough Brass, playing the bass 
trombone. She also conducted the Hervey Bay City Musicians Jazz ensemble as well as playing in the Wind 
Ensemble and is now a member of Brisbane Excelsior Windsor Brass.  
 
 
Mr Alex Rogers 
Tutor/Teacher 
 
Alex graduated with a Bachelor of Music from the Queensland Conservatorium in 2017 and is currently 
studying his Masters’ in Education. He is an avid trumpet/cornet player, performing with brass bands across 
Australia and has recently delved into the world of percussion. Alex previously worked as a trumpet tutor at 
the Queensland College of Music before coming to Ferny Grove in 2018. He is also the current Principal 
Cornet of Brisbane Excelsior Windsor Brass. 
 
 
Mr Tom Woodman 
Tutor 
 
Tom is a past student of Ferny Grove having graduated in 2018. He tutors drums and percussion privately 
and is a part of the percussion teaching team here at Ferny Grove. Tom has a strong passion for teaching 
and performing music and is currently studying Drum Kit at the Queensland Conservatorium of Music. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Mr Bill Rowse 
Tutor 
 
Bill is currently studying jazz guitar at the Queensland Conservatorium and is a fervent guitar collector. He is 
a passionate musician who teaches privately and gigs regularly at various events. 
 
Mrs Emily Lang 
Classroom Music Teacher  
 
Emily holds a Bachelor of Music and a Graduate Diploma in Education from QUT. Since graduating, she has 
been teaching Classroom Music at various primary and secondary schools around Brisbane, before settling 
into a permanent position at Ferny Grove SHS. Emily has performed in, accompanied and conducted 
numerous different choirs, as well as chaperoned choir tours overseas. In her younger years, she was a 
keyboard player in a band which performed at various Brisbane venues. Emily’s focus is now on teaching. As 
well as teaching at Ferny, she spends most afternoons and weekends teaching piano, singing and music 
theory to students of all ages. 
 
Ms Justine Saunders – currently on leave 
Classroom Music Teacher 
 
Justine is a dedicated and experienced music teacher who specializes in piano and voice. She also has a 
passion for classroom music and strongly believes in the education of the next generation. Of the numerous 
schools Justine has taught at, she regards Ferny Grove as one of her favorites. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ICM Performance Uniform 
 
All ensembles wear the same uniform, which consists of a black Ferny Grove ICM performance shirt with 
logo, black pants, black socks and black dress shoes. 
 
The ICM performance shirt can be purchased, along with the ordinary school uniform, from the Uniform 
Shop.  
 
Some second-hand uniforms are available from the Uniform Shop. Anyone who wishes to sell performance 
uniforms should bring them to the Uniform Shop. 
 
Please Note: Attached is a form that will need to be returned to the music staffroom by 15 February. This 
form will let the music staff know how many students require a Ferny Grove ICM performance shirt so that an 
order can be placed for the appropriate amount.  
 
ICM Polo Shirts 
 
We recommend that students involved in the Sparke Brass Ensemble, Percussion 1, Big Band and Chamber 
Choir purchase these shirts. 
 
Instrumental & Choral Music Polo Shirts can be ordered at the office, cost is $25, once paid for, the receipt 
needs to be brought to the ICM staff room to collect the polo shirt. They are lightweight and should be worn 
by students when travelling to and from performances outside the school.  
 
Music Levy 
 
The Instrumental & Choral Music (ICM) levy enables the program to function and is the main source of 
income, without which many of the opportunities on offer would not be possible.  
The levy helps to fund: 
• Access to high quality music instruction and rich performance opportunities 
• Access to equipment and various instruments 
• Sheet music; purchase and printing 
• Purchase, replacement and repair of equipment and various instruments 
• Conductors 
• Accompanists 
• Tutors; who are present within various ensembles in a group setting to aid the conductor/director. 
• Administrative and technical support 
 
All instrumental students and members of Chamber Choir are required to pay the levy. There is no levy to 
join the non-auditioned choirs; Big Choir and Boys’ Choir. 
 
The annual levy has returned to its 2017 original price of $240, payable either as one payment on 
Wednesday 24 February, or two payments of $120 each on Wednesday 24 February and Wednesday 24 
March.  
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING PAYMENT OF 
LEVIES 
 
Payment of the music levy can be completed in one of the following ways: 

• By Bpoint (1st Preference) - when paying online by Bpoint, please use the Customer Reference 
Number (CRN) and invoice number printed on the invoice received from the school.  If you click on 
the blue link (bottom left hand corner of the invoice) it will bring up all the details for you to pay easily 
online.  

• By QParents – through the QParents app on line 
• By Bank Transfer to the following bank details:  Ferny Grove State High School (BSB: 064-171 and 

Account Number 0009 0029) please clearly indicate your child’s EQ ID number or student name and 
yr level 

• By phone by Voice Recognition – please note you will still require the CRN and invoice number to 
pay by telephone 

• In person at the Finance Payments window in the Administration block by either EFTPOS or cash 
(EFT is preferred)  

 
 



 
 
 

 
Unpaid Levies 
 
Students with unpaid levies will not be able to remain in the program. Please see the HOD of Music if you 
have any difficulties with payment and we can arrange a payment plan. 
 
Instrument Hire Fee  
 
Students hiring a school instrument must pay the instrument hire fee, either one payment of $75 on 
Wednesday 24 February, or two payments of $37.50 each Wednesday 24 February and Wednesday 24 
March. Please refer to the instructions regarding payment of levies in order to pay the Instrument 
Hire Fee. 
 
Students hiring a school instrument must complete and return a loan agreement form to the music 
department. 
 
Guitar and percussion students, and students sharing larger instruments, do not have to pay an instrument 
hire fee. 
 
OPTIMO – NEW DATABASE 
 
As mentioned earlier, we are making use of a new music department management software called Optimo 
Systems. Optimo allows the department to better manage attendance data, ensemble placements, 
timetables, instrument loans, library and equipment information, and much more. We are most excited about 
Optimo’s ability to allow us to easily communicate with you.  
 
With this in mind it is vital that all parents consent to having their information stored in Optimo. If you have 
not already done so, an email has been sent to you with a link and login details to a survey where you can 
consent to being a part of this database (if you have multiple students in the program you will need to do this 
for each student). If you do not, both you and your child may miss important updates and information about 
performances, extra/cancelled rehearsals and makes it extremely difficult for us to track attendance.  
 
Very limited data is stored in Optimo’s servers (student name, student email and your elected email). Optimo 
is Australian owned and run, and all data is stored on-shore in Sydney. Please contact aroge194@eq.edu.au 
for any questions or concerns. 
 
Attendance 
 
Students are expected to attend all relevant rehearsals, lessons, and concerts. It is essential to contact the 
music staff if you have any problems with attendance. 
 
A three-tier process is in place for all student absences in ICM for parent/carer contact in cases of 
unexplained absence. 
 
Level 1 – Parent/Carers will receive an email to notify of unexplained absence. 
Level 2 – Parents/Carers will receive an email to notify of repeated unexplained absences. 
Level 3 – If unexplained absences continue, parents/carers and the student will be required to attend a 
meeting with the Head of Department to discuss the student’s participation in the program. 
 
The ICM staff are always willing and open to support students in any way possible to ensure positive and 
continued participation in the ICM Program. 
 
Absences on a regular basis limits this progress and also sees the individual students fall behind the 
remainder of the ensemble. Avoidable clashes such as part time work, appointments (haircuts, driving 
lessons, dentist, non-emergent doctors, social, sports) must be avoided during scheduled rehearsal times.  
 
Continued absence from rehearsals may result in a review of a students’ place within an ensemble. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
STUDENT/PARENT COMMITMENT 
Unless the music program is given full support by students and parents, success within the program can be 
extremely limited. 
  
Parental Commitment 

• Provide your child with a suitable instrument 
• Find a space for your child to practice 
• Encourage regular practice 
• Ensure your child is on time and organised for rehearsals, lessons, and performances. 
• Understand attendance requirements - work, sport, subject tutoring, assessment completion and 

non-emergent appointments cannot be prioritised over scheduled rehearsals. 
• Encourage your child to be organised and manage their study time in order to meet obligations of 

academic study and active participation in the ICM program. 
  
Student Commitment 

• Maintain a regular practice routine 
• Attend all rehearsals, lessons and performances as required 
• Understand attendance requirements - work, sport, subject tutoring, assessment completion and 

non-emergent appointments cannot be prioritised over scheduled rehearsals. 
• Notify your director/instructor of any clashes or absences. 
• Plan and be organised and manage your study time in order to meet obligations of academic study 

and active participation in the ICM program. The music staff are only too happy to sit down, one-on-
one, with students to help develop study and time management plans. 

  
Communication 

• Open and timely communication from students and parents around known potential clashes or 
emergent clashes with lessons, rehearsals and performances is vital to the successful management 
and running of the ICM program.  

• While we understand that situations do arise, we ask that the week-to-week active participation in 
the program is not affected. 

• Students are expected to be available for the full extent of their scheduled rehearsals - including 
those that finish at 5:00 or 5:30pm. 

• If a student is away from school sick on a particular day, please email 
2148_ICMAbsences@eq.edu.au to let the music department know. This information is not always 
passed down from the office to the ensemble directors. 

• Where legitimate and unavoidable known clashes occur, early communication allows the opportunity 
for negotiations and workable compromise to the benefit of all parties involved. 

 
Music Folders 
 
All students taking lessons in Strings, Brass, Woodwind, Percussion and Guitar must have an ICM music 
folder. Black Ferny Grove music folders are available for purchase at the office for $10, the receipt is then 
brought down to the music staffroom to collect the folder. Only students involved in lessons during the day 
must have a folder 
 

FACEBOOK GROUP 
 
The Ferny Grove SHS Instrumental Music Facebook Group is a very important communication tool used by 
the department to keep students and families up-to-date with rehearsal schedules and vital information. All 
students and care givers are encouraged to request to join the group to stay connected with the daily news 
and events of the Instrumental & Choral Music program. Please be aware that if your Facebook name/picture 
is unrecognizable you will need to email the ICM staff to identify yourself, this is for the safety of our 
students. To find this group simply search:  
 
Ferny Grove SHS Instrumental and Choral Music 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Instrumental & Choral Music Support Group - Election of Office Bearers 
 
The Instrumental Music Support Group has been crucial to the success of the program and we encourage 
parents to become members.  
 
If you want to become involved, or if you just want to know what is happening in our busy department, this is 
the meeting to go to. 
 
The Election of Office Bearers will be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 24 February in the auditorium. 
 
Meetings are usually held once a month on Wednesday evenings (see the school calendar). 
 
 
On behalf of the staff, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all members of the Ferny Grove State High 
School Instrumental Music community as we look forward to another successful and rewarding year of music 
making in the Instrumental Music department. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr John Schuh 
Executive Principal 
Ferny Grove State High School 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Fortnightly Skill Builder (FSB) 

 
 
Each Fortnightly Skill Builder (FSB) provides an opportunity for students to further develop and demonstrate 
their skill level and capacity for learning in a more self-directed and independent way. Strong support during 
ensemble and lessons are provided - the completed FSB must be submitted as a video. 
  
FSB's account for 25% of a student mark and are mandatory for all students in an auditioned ensemble. The 
remaining 75% is from their ensemble concert performances. 
 
Once an FSB is submitted and marked, a fortnightly champ (FC) will be awarded for all 6 instrument groups: 

• Percussion 
• Strings 
• Brass 
• Woodwind 
• Vocal 
• Guitar 

 
All Fortnightly Champs will be in the run in to be the Champ of Champs! 
 
What is the Champ of Champs you ask? Well… 
  
Any one student who submits their FSB on time will go into the running to be the Fortnightly Champ (FC), only 
one FC can be awarded per instrument group for example: In any given FSB their can only be 1 Fortnightly 
Percussion Champ, 1 Fortnightly Guitar Champ and 1 Fortnightly Vocal Champ and so on. 
  
Any student who is awarded as an FC throughout the year is then eligible to become the Yearly Champ (YC) - 
there can only be one YC from each instrument group. 
  
These YC's will then compete in the CHAMPLYMPICS - whoever is successful in winning the CHAMPLYMPICS will 
be hailed the CHAMP OF CHAMPS. 
  
What does the Champ of Champs win? Well, there are few rumours going around, which we can neither confirm 
nor deny. These include: 
• Eternal Glory 
• A onesie pass for the year - able to wear their onesie to school whenever they like 
• Have access to their own private bathroom suite 

  
FSB Criteria 

 
 The criteria for awarding the Fortnightly Champ will be judged through Quality and Effort: 
Quality: 

o The FSB is of a high musical quality as judged by the teacher 
Effort: 

o Evident that the work has been practiced and/or presented to the best of the student's ability; 
o Noticeable improvements have been made by the student in attempting the FSB -the effort from 

the student has provided significant progress. 
  
A Commended Effort (CE) will also be awarded to any student who demonstrates that they have given the FSB 
their best effort. 



 
 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Auditorium
FSO                           

7.00am - 8.00am          
(8:00-8:30am tute TBA)

FCO                              
7.00am - 8.00am 

Big Band                         
7:00am - 8:00am 

String Orchestra                                
7.00am - 8.00am

V1&2 Stage Band                 
7.00am - 8.00am    

Percussion 2              
7.00am - 8.00am          

Percussion 3                   
7.00am - 8.00am    

Percussion 1                               
7.00am - 8.00am

Auditorium Gershiwin Concert Band                    
8:00am - 9:00am

Training Orchestra                        
8.00am - 9.00am 

Gregson Brass Ensemble                     
8.00am - 9.00am 

FCO                               
8.00am - 9.00am 

V1&2 Sparke Brass Ensemble                    
8.00am - 9.00am 

Percussion 4                           
8:00am - 9:00am 

Percussion 5                     
8.00am - 9.00am 

Guitar Ensemble 1               
8.00am - 9.00am 

School Day

Auditorium Chamber Choir         
3.15pm - 4.30pm FGSHS Staff Meeting Mahler Wind Symphony           

3:30pm - 5:00pm
Chamber Choir                            

3.15pm - 4.30pm 

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 2021
Instrumental & Choral Music 

V1&2 Percussion 1                
4:30pm - 5.30pm          

Percussion 6                       
3.15pm - 4.30pm

Big Choir                      
8:00am - 9.00am            

Auditorium and V1&2

Senior Choir                      
7:00am - 8.00am            

Auditorium and V1&2

Percussion 7                   
3.15pm - 4:30pm

Guitar Ensemble 2               
3:15pm - 4:30pm    

Boys' Choir                
3:15pm - 4:30pm

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ferny Grove State High School Instrumental and 
Choral Music Program Important Dates 2021 

 

TERM 1 
Date Time Place Who’s Involved Event 
Tuesday 9 February 1:15pm Lunch Auditorium All Students ICM Student Information Meeting 
Monday 15 February 
 

 Auditorium All students All instrumental music lessons and 
rehearsals begin 

Wednesday 17 
February 

6:30pm Auditorium Parents, Music Leaders Instrumental & Choral Music Parent 
information evening – all parents 
encouraged to come 

Wednesday 24 
February 

 
School 
Office  

 
First instalment of instrumental and 
choral levy and instrument hire fee due 

Wednesday 24 
February 

6:30pm Auditorium ICM Parents and 
citizens 

Music Support Group Meeting and 
Election of Office Bearers 

Monday 1 March 
  

All Students FSB 1 
Monday 15 March   All Students FSB 1 Due 
Friday 19 March 1:15pm Auditorium All Students Fortnightly Champion Ceremony 1 
Wednesday 24 March 
 

 School 
Office  

 Second instalment of instrumental and 
choral levy and instrument hire fee due 

Wednesday 31 March 6.30pm Auditorium Parents Music Support Group meeting 
TERM 2 

Saturday 24-Sunday 25 
April (ANZAC Day) 

1:30pm 
Overnight 

Enoggera 
Barracks 

Chamber Choir Performance at Enoggera Barracks 
Anzac Day Ceremony (leave 1:30pm 
Saturday). 

Monday 3 May  TBA Auditorium All students involved 
Music Concert 1 - 
Senior Ensembles 

ICM Concert 1 workshop day 

Wednesday 5 May  6:30pm  Auditorium Parents Music Support Group meeting  
Thursday 6 May 6.30pm Auditorium All Senior Ensembles  Music Concert 1 
Tuesday 11 May   All ICM Students FSB 2  
Tuesday 25 May   All ICM Students FSB 2 Due 
Friday 28 May   All ICM Students Fortnightly Champion Ceremony 2 
Monday 31 May   All ICM Student FSB 3 
Wednesday 2 June 6.30pm Auditorium Parents Music Support Group Meeting 
Sunday 6 June 9-2pm Auditorium Ensembles involved in 

MC2 
Music Concert 2 Workshop Day 



 
 
 

Friday 11 June 6.30pm Auditorium All Junior and 
Intermediate Ensembles 

Music Concert 2 

Monday 14 June   All ICM Students FSB 3 Due 
Monday 14-Thursday 
17 June 

All Day Auditorium 
Sports Hall 

Primary school students Camp Concert on 17 June 6:30 pm 

Friday 18 June 
  

All ICM Students Fortnightly Champ Ceremony 3 
TERM 3 

Date Time Place Who’s Involved Event 
Sunday 11 July 
Monday 12 July 
Tuesday 13 July 
Wednesday 14 July 

Leave midday 
Sunday– 
Arrive home 
4pm 
Wednesday 

Oaks Oasis 
Resort 
Caloundra 

Senior Ensembles Gala Music Camp 

Monday 19 July   All ICM Students FSB 4 
Wednesday 28 July  6:30pm Auditorium Parents Music Support Group meeting 
Monday 2 August   All ICM Students FSB 4 Due 
Friday 6 August   All ICM Students Fortnightly Champ Ceremony 4 
Wednesday 11 August 
(Ekka Public Holiday) 

During the 
day 

Auditorium Senior Ensembles Music Workshop Day (Dress rehearsal 
& Tech rehearsal for Gala) 

Saturday 14August 9:00am-
1:00pm 

Auditorium SLAB Gala Tech Run 

Sunday 15 August 9:00am-
1:00pm 

Auditorium SLAB Gala Tech Run 

Thursday 19 August 9.00am Auditorium Gala Ensembles Gala Performance for Local Primary 
Schools 
 

Thursday 19 August 6.30pm Auditorium Gala Ensembles Gala Concert 1 
 

Friday 20 August 6.30pm Auditorium Gala Ensembles Gala Concert 2 
 

Saturday 21 August 6:30pm Auditorium Gala Ensembles Gala Concert 3 
Monday 30 August   All ICM Students FSB 5  
Monday 13 September   All ICM Students FSB 5 Due 
Thursday 16 
September 

  All ICM Students Fortnightly Champ Ceremony 5 

TERM 4 
Date Time Place Who’s Involved Event 
Wednesday 6 October 6.30pm Auditorium Parents Music Support Group meeting 

 
Monday 11 October   All ICM Students FSB 6 
Sunday 17 October 9-2pm Auditorium Junior and Intermediate 

Ensembles 
Music Concert 3 Workshop Day 

Friday 22 October 6.30pm Auditorium Junior and Intermediate 
Ensembles 

Music Concert 3 

Monday 25 October   All ICM Students FSB 6 Due 
Thursday 28 October   All ICM Students Fortnightly Champ Ceremony 6 
TBA Evening Hall Big Band, Chamber 

Choir, others TBA 
Senior Awards Night (Years 10, 11 & 
12) 
 

Monday 9 November 
Onwards 

TBA Auditorium Years 7-11 (year 6 
students later) 

Auditions for 2019 Start 

Friday 12 November 
  

All ICM Students Yearly Champ Ceremony 
(Champlympics) 

 


